
Al and Hilda Peirce Scholarship 
 

Mrs. Hilda Peirce was born in Old Town North Bend, and 

graduated from North Bend High School in 1936.  She was the 

only one of the seven children in her family to attend college, and 

graduated from Southern Oregon Normal School (which is now 

Southern Oregon University).  Her first assignment was in 

Coquille, she then moved to the South Slough School where she 

taught grades 1-8 in a one room school.  Her father took her to 

work each Monday on his tug boat, and picked her up each Friday 

for the return trip to town.  Teacher contracts those days stated that 

female teachers could not date, or be married….Hilda’s teaching 

career ended the day before she married Albert Peirce.  Mr. and 

Mrs. Peirce became partners in a piling business, supplying piling 

during construction of the McCullough Bridge.  This business was 

the predecessor of the Al Peirce Lumber Company.   

The Al & Hilda Peirce Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a 

graduate of Marshfield High School, in their memory and of the 

contributions that they made to our community.  
 


