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General:

The finst necended settlement of whites in
Coos Countu dutpb from the night of Januany 1,
1852, The U, S. Transpent Capt. Lincoln, hav-
ug  deft fhe Golden Gate weth 35 on woae
dragoons to be Canded at Port Ongord to protect
Captacn Techenon's settlement a4 Poat Ongond,
Lt ashene st nenth  of  the Coos Bay banr.
These wmen  jounded Camp  Castaway. The wreck
apparently caused news o the Coes Bay countny
¢ be spread te the cutscde wondd,

When news Lhca the Umpgua Revern country
men  came  down 1 Gandenen Lo offern to help.
Anoing them wene 5.5 Mann and Patreck Flanagan.
Beth o4 these imen wene Laten Lo become LLad&ng
cetezens wn the earnly development of Coos
Countyy.

ned
A

I'n May, 1853, P.B. Manple, a 4luent spedak-
en, had Lettle defgeculty n draving £ostenens
i Jackscnvelle, Onegon. Manple oiganized and
Led, at $250.00 pen head, a party of 40 wmen to
colonize Coos Bay.

The Coos Bay Company was jomwned and the
settlement was called Empine Cuty.

In Octeoben, 1853, the finwst foun famcbees
i the aneatvate Ma. and Mas . Freeman Lockhant,
Mr. and Mws. Cuntis Nobfe, Mr and Mws. Jonath-
an Voahum, Uh. and Mns. Abrahiam Foley, and
thein respective chaddren, These famclecs hetd
Donateon Land CLaums .

Tiee  Denateon Land Lav passed by Congress,
Septemben 27, 1850, provided that: i1 a 5H'u,m,
veuld  be wmade of the publea Lands u/g O*Legcn
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catezen on wie hed cn would declare wi intei-
teon v becoming 50 before December 1,1851, a
grant  of 320 acres cof Land would be made. 14
marced,  the man on wife would each +n his ox
her own night be entitled te 320 acres, on to-
gether a total of 640 acres: (3) ginal title,
o patent, would be assued after four yeans
nescdence on the Land; and (4) hecns fo claim-
ants would be necegnized unden the Law,

Indcans  c¢f the anea, the Kokoosh,wenre
deveded tnto four thebes-the Me- Lu-Ketz were on
the nonth sade of Cocs Bay, the Nah-See-Mc wexre
o the scuth bank o4 the Coquille; the MiL-Luk
extended gnom Coes Head te Tan Heel Pount; and
the Hon-Dus were from Tar Heel o downtown
North Bend. These Indians were griendly and
mesZ helpful to the white settlens of Empiae.

That same yean, 1853, 1.C. Talmen, a mem-
ben c¢f the Coos Bay Company, settled at what
appeared Lo hum to be a good place fon a town.
He buclt a claem cabin and named the place
"Marshjield" agten  hes old home in Mass-
achusetts. He unduced Grosby and Williams te
erect a stone and open a trading post.

In 1854, A.J. Davies acquited an interest
i the Land clawmed by Talmon. Leaving Wilkins
Warnveck to  nepresent haum, Talmen retutned to
Jacksonvilde and in 1855 entry was made pon the
whole quanten section an Watetch's name unden
the Donatien Land Act. But eighteen days pre-
veous  fo  Wamecck's entry, a Congressional Act
had been passed providing that ne Donation Land
Claun could be granted 4on a townsite v settl-
ed upon  for the purpese of business on Trade,
but must be for agricultunal pirpeses.,  Thes
resulted «n @ question abeut fhe totle, caus-

tig Ledegateon fon a number ¢f years,

Faom 1854 to 1867 Mashfceld was Cttle
mene  than a beat Landing, a 3tcne +a a Log
house and @ trading poest. With the acmeng of



John Penshbaken cn 1867 with hes sawmcll Ship-
yard and stone, the place scon became IHL cen
Len of ﬂbft”{dj fon ald the ceast negicn of
southern Oregen. The store was wun by Mz, Reed
and was Located on the Gow ( kHU Connen, Nenth
Broadvay. Therne seems o be wuch disa: ’ZL(_v eirt
concerning  the »NlC(GabCWLfS 04 the Guw Why Con-
nen. Many cld tunens have insasted that T was
Located at 4th and Elned. At the same tome
Charles Penshbaker opened a stene and Geonge
Hailton began operating a tavern.

In 1854 on duscovery of gold on  the
beaches nonth cf Bandon, a Zrecl was constuwct-
ed frem Empere Caty to h Randolph Mines. Thes
Tl was a mcle and a half west of the Libby
Coal Mone. Removed fruom postal pacaletees, the
minens and  settlfons arnanged fo Leave ruL41
madd  pon  the Libby Distrnict and that west o4
the ftrnal at a box erected there and duly pro-
Lected 4fhom stonms,

The Letten box became the wail distribution
centen  gon Libby, Mawshpeeld and sux 1uuud{nJ
weeas.  Customs of  the grontcen were followed
wedit nebedy  takang  mack that was net theaxs.
i";(‘*’iL"{ to the letten box, the expectant poncen

opened  t, Locked oven ots contents, wand te-
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The fenst catile wene Lreught to the Day wn
1860, Only elk meat way cbfacnabie
4

thas date. Howeven, elh was plentiqul  Bring-
NG calfde (n wes a magor problen .Msfgg then
wene  bacught oven elh tracls grem Canas Vailey
achess  the zange (nto Coyuelle Valley, Cattle

Tasing was The wmaon puvuct of the gaamens be-
cause  grazing was unrestaceted on undnhabited
Land. SecausL ch the transpontation difpleult-
Les, 4 dumm{dm d witnials were bro Ltqht (nte
the countu.



Weth  the comeng cf  the Peashbaken ML
{Laten the Dean MLLL), Mashjield forged ahead.
It budlt up and grew. The post chpice was est-
ableshied !871 with Andrew Nasbura as acteig
10 s te . The 4wt schecl, called the
Manshgoeld Academy, was starnted «n 1876.
Manshiceld became the genst wncorporated city
an Ceoy on Curyy Countaoes 1n 1874,

Maraingeeld was the centen cof all shapping
befween Cees Ceounty and San Fianc&&go. This
was  the mawn roeute op trhavel weth the outside
world untel the comung of the Scuthern Pactpac
Raclroad wn 1916, The fwo Leading ceal mines,
Lebby  and Beavetr HoLL, had theon Bunkens at
Marshgeeld, Forn 60 years the San Francusce
market was the man cutlet gor Ceos Bay coak.

In 1884, the pepulatien of Marnshpield was
wepcated at 800.  There were about sdixteen
stornes of  varcows konds (hardeare, fumctune,
and genen wal merchandese), plus three dectons, a
dentist, and 4ive Lavgers. There were three
hotels, a nestraunant, fiwe Leveny stables, eight
saloons, a brawvery, a church “ac*w buclt, and
e newspaper  cfpLces. In 1899 the C{tu Ch
Mawshigeeld adopted a new chanter weth L.A.
Anderscein asy Mayex.  Since 1878 Mayetr Anderscu
had been «n the Liveny stable bustness.

Wlleam S, Chandfer came Te Cous Cay 4rom
Bretesh Colunmbea an 1899, He was general
managen of the Coces County Radlacad, and of the
Beaver HelZ Muines. The C.B.R, § E.R.R. § N, Co

Raclroad nan  aaem Mawshgeeld €o Myrntle Pocnt.
&, S. Chandlen was nececver gor the Unated
States count wending a foreclosure suct of the
Faunens' Lean and Taust Company of New York an
the wntenest of bondheldens, the Tils Sprechkles
and Brothers Company o4 San Francwsce. The
equepment censested cf twe Locomotfives, one
passengen coach, a cabcese, and 62 frecght and
Logging cans.,



Domestic cranbernces started an Hawsen in
1687. 1. C. McFarnkand brought «n  the plants
grem New England. By 1906 he had 4.5 acres
under cultivation,

The election o4 1944 was Eacaﬂty a veay
Spiuted one. Appearing upon  the ballot
that Nevember was a vrepesed nav coty chaster
wheeh weuld  wify the ccties of Noath Bend and
Manshiield The charten pi@b{ded pon the city
manager  pom oh muncceepal gevewwment., The con-
soledated  arnea was  Zo be known as the Coty os
Cocs Bay. Noath Bend ftuaned down the prc-
posal, but Marshgeeld adopted ot. Tius 5 the
reason  why Mawshfeeld 5 now called Cees Tay
with the ity managen gomwm of government In
1965 Empere Caty and Cocs Bay consoladated as
the City of Coes Bay.

Educational Development:

A fenst settlen, Russell Dement, wrote "Now
wenter had set 4n and moving was out of the
questicn  befote spung. This was the wintesn of
1§54-55, At that tune there wewe about '0 on
'7- childnen old  encugh to ge te scheol. That
was  beporne Coos County was on the map.  The
parents hened Mna. Esthern (Facoman' it:\uﬂ— to
Leach the fanst schoel an what was to be Cocs
County. We had very gav books 04 any kend, Let
alone school books. Mo ﬁﬁ? Taught wme my A. [,
C's  the wanten 3”3012 cuf 4 oout ofd Bebbe that
we brought acness the LL¢{H5. I wemember what
a tuwe I had.  She taught we the capctals fest
They wene not a0 hand, but when 1 had to Leawn
the small Lettens, that was guite digjorent.
Schocl busks were 80 scance that several cheld-
wen had to wse the same bock."”

Mz. F G, Lockhant, Mus, Lockharnt's hus-
band, was the finst county schocl superanten-
dent, holding ofgice 4rom 1854 to 1857, He was
alse county auditorn and county clerk  Until



1871  the county sclicod supercntendent received
$100.,00 pen year salary. Henry  Schaceden,
county sciook superwntendent wn 1871 ,was grant-
ed $75.00 4on s4x nionths senvice.

A county school tax was Levced wn 1854,
wheeh  varced grom one to three mclls. In 1887
the county had g fty-cne schools and collected
a county school tax of $5,870.00,

Me finst scheol was in Empore in 1854-55,
A fwo steny buldong with a Lean-to was budlt
about the sixties or seventies, and many a
Leading oitizen of Coos County rececved s
carly educaticn 4 the Empine City School
AMULq those whe attended were John and James
Flanagan, Chartes Staugp, James Watson, Mas.
Brande, and Flo Fahy. Some of the teachens wene
the Messens. Rood, Dalrymple, Pontern, and the
Mesdames  Shoat, Lehwan, and UandanbunJ The
buifding stood on the gqounds now occupied by
the Mazket Street School 4in Empine. It was
bumwied «n the earnly 1900's.
The  genst schook wn Mansh geeid was epened
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wpten  iboi. The oid  Lebby s cheot was budctt

sonc Lo ot the P 860's, but weth the declone
tabby by 1913 que to the neduced sale of couk
1 San Fraeasco,  the school was changed Lo
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wed the eanty academy geves the
fotlowing pecdune:  "Standong upen the wdll, (t
was exposed Zo the gull force of the wind; 4t
seemed  thete was  often a regulan windstomm
blowing  thexe.” D. L. Rood succeeded Dr.Me



Comae as prancipal, and his wife taught cne of
the Lower rooms.

Most of the chuldren an the Lowen grades
Leved an Manshfield.  However, many of the stu-
dents in the Academy's senion department came
prom  aural  homes, and boarded 4n town  The
el scheols did not ofgen the heghen subjects
such as algebra, which were then (ncluded 4n
the seventh and ecghth grade study.

Due toc  consadenable dissatisfaction with
the ungraded school where severnal grades wene
A one  aoom,  a new scheol an addition to the
Academy was built. The new school was known
as the Central School and was completed (n 1895
at a cest of $15,000.00, 1t was Located at the
d4te now occupced by the Epuscopal Chunch,
There wene foun high school graduating classes
totalding 31 in numben sance the fwo year high
school  course was stanted. Dn. J. T. McCormac
was board chatwman and Professcn F. A. Golden
was school  superantendent.  Thus, Central
School taught the grammar grades and fwo years
of high scheol.

In 1908 a hegh school was buclt and a 4ull
fwelve yean course c¢f study was adepted. This
high schocl building <5 8L being used by the
sclence, wathematics, and business education
classes. The {inst graduating class grom the
journ yean high school was 4n 1909. 1In 1940 the
matn  wult o4 the present high schocl was con-
sthucted.

The ginat Coos  Rivern Schoof was Located
where the Coos Rever cemetery 45 wow. Thes was
Coos  County Dastrect No. 7. It was a cne nceom
achecd weth  gonty pupels  Schocl Lasted 4on
the thaee menths of swmmen By 1906 the schvol
tem was sax menths  The present Cocs Reven
Schoel was buclt an 906, One of the {onat
teachens was Dr. Wellcam Hows dall.



Allegany had a good school conducted fon
abeut three wmonths «n the swmer. The pupils
thavelled by honrseback three to foun miles to
school. Agten the school sesscon was extended
ite the winten menths, the pupcls arnived with
rud Lo theon waists due to the noad conditions .,
The #inst e{ghth ghade graduates were two ginls

and one  boy  Mess I:u Chase and Byacn SG’.LC(J(’_
wene  anvng the eanleest fteachens at s
.'m(‘i’:‘t'("-L

A school  bus was st run from Eastscde
tn 1931, 1t went up Catching Inket and to Coos
Bay. The bus was a Large truck - just a Large
box, covered cven, having two rows of seats on
eacl  side. There was one Lautile glass in the
back docn and one small glass «n the cab. Thenre
was no way to get out 4n case of an acecdent.

Scheok Dustuet No.? was Located at Broad-
bent wn 1861. The school temwn was fon three
months, and Baongen Hemwnann was the teaches.

Coquetle's schocls stanted i 1867. By
1882 there were 25 pu.lu,s an the publee scheol
and a Leke nuwibern <n the preivate school.

County scheol neconds show that by 1885
tiene were thiaty-eight frame and pine Log
cabin  schcols  n the county, with tu'cnfu feve
make and tventy- fuue fenate teachens.
Teachena' salantes were $60.00 pen month fon
the wen, and $50;JO pes menth forn the women,
By 7897 the county had seventy-two schocl.
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